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Churches and Mission Schools Originated in the Foreign Concession in Tsukiji, Tokyo

On a balmy day in November | walked several minutes from a near-by station through the Seiruka Dori Street
(St. Luka Street) into Akashi-cho town, setting the first target at the spire of St. Luke’s International Hospital.
The road and pavement widened by filling up canals was comfortably arranged to walk, then the bright red-
brick building constructed after the Great Kanto Earthquake (1923) appeared through shed trees. Entering
from the front door, | realised the corridor with sacred paintings and carvings on the walls of both sides was a
part of the chapel, having been included in the building. In the premise was a cottage of Dr. Rudolf Bolling
Teusler who founded the hospital in 1901. | learnt that St. Luke’s International University with graduate
schools, annexed to the west side, was specialised for nurse science and public health and that the hospital
doctors as well as some university teachers were graduates from all over the world. On the Kyoryuchi Dori
Street (Concession Street) on the north side was the entrance to the Chapel, but the door was closed to the
public. At a corner of the same street was The Tsukiji Catholic Church, the oldest church in Tokyo,
established in 1874. Ushered by a friendly and kind lady staff, | entered into the Dorian-style hall (built in
1927) watched by a statue of St. Josef, and found that the interior looked rather simple while providing a
solemn atmosphere. Besides memorial items displayed in a side-room, | was shown in the precinct a large
antique copper bell, named Jesus Marie Josef, cast at Rennes, France, in 1876.

Two days later, | visited the same town to inspect numerous monuments which | had glanced at during the
first walk. The monuments of American Legation found in the premise of St. Luke’s Hospital and the corner
of the St. Luke’s Garden proved that the legation had existed there for 16 years from 1875 until it was moved
to the city centre in 1890. After the creation of the concession, a number of missionaries came there to
establish their schools, but they evacuated after the 1923 Great Kanto Earthquake to the northwest hills of the
city, as mentioned in the monuments placed to and fro. The monuments included those of Joshigakuin
(Presbyterian Mission Female Seminary, Presbyterian, 1870), Rikkyo Gakuin (Rikkyo School, Anglican,
1874), Futaba Gakuen (Tsukiji Language school, Catholic, 1875), Aoyama Gakuin (Kokyo Gakusha,
Methodist, 1878), Meiji Gakuin (Tsukiji College, Presbyterian & Dutch Reformist, 1880), Gyosei School
(Theology, Catholic, 1888), Kanto Gakuin (Baptist, 1895), Rikkyo Jogakuin (Rikkyo Girls’ School, Anglican,
1899), Joshi Seigakuin (Theology, Disciples of Christ, 1905). Keio Gijuku, the embryo of Keio University
was an exception, a private class opened within the Yedo Residence of Nakatsu-Clan in 1858.

The weather was fine both days, the environment was well maintained and a little luxurious lunches at the
Garden Tower’s two restaurants were delicious. However, | had mixed feelings when | went to the 32F
corridor which bridged the two buildings of the Tower and looked down below, where all of the old canals
were filled up and tall and low constructions of various sizes bristled everywhere, save the sectors of St.
Luke’s Hospital, The Catholic Church and the Akashi Elementary School. Although the area was not bombed
during the World War II, the scenery was quite different from the bird’s eye view of 1958, totally changed
under the beautiful name of redevelopment (Compare the photographs on the front page). — End —
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