Left: Temple Church, Bristol, before destroyed by the Blitz in 1940 (Duplicated from an old postcard in the
Internet), Middle and Right: Temple Church, London: An east-side view of the Chancel and the sculpture of
two knights on top of the column in the front yard (Photographed 7 April 2017 by Pentax K-3ii).

Temple Churches in Bristol and London

Among several churches and cathedrals which | visited during my trip to England and
Netherlands in April last year were two Temple Churches in Bristol and London. Arriving at
Heathrow Airport from Tokyo on the 3rd April, | took a Great Western Railway train to Bristol
Temple Meads to stay overnight for transit to visit my friend, Prof. Malcolm Mackley, Cambridge,
who now lives in Devon. In the early morning when | walked down several minutes from the
station, the ruin of the parish church constructed between about 1300 and 1450 and burnt by the
German Blitz on the 24/25th November 1940 appeared. It was ironic that | was able to observe
the essence of the medieval architecture which, if not destroyed, must have been hidden behind
walls and ceilings. According to a guide board the circular foundatlon of the original Round
Church built in 1130s by the Order of the Knights Templar** was revealed after the air raid
underneath the debris of the rectangular Chancel. The 113 feet bell tower which was built
between 1441 and 1460 and withstood the fire looked leaning not because of the distortion of my
eye lens nor camera lens. A legend says that the leaning was aware shortly after the start of
construction but the work was continued, as the adjustment was impossible, and the top section
was added without pediment to keep the weight of the roof as light as possible.

The 7th April, another friend of mine, Prof. Simon Ross-Murphy, accompanied me to the
Temple Church in the City of London, on the opposite side of which across the Thames was the
King’s College — Waterloo Campus where he used to work. The church was found in an open
space behind the row of houses along the Fleet Street. Both the Round Church consecrated in
1185 and the rectangular Chancel adjoined in 1240 looked immaculate with no trace of damage
suffered by the German Blitz on the 10th May 1941. The interior walls and decorations as well as
glass windows were also beautiful, having been perfectly repaired. The effigies of knights laid on
the floor as well as the sculpture of two knights on the horse back on top of the column in the
front yard helped me to imagine the scenes of the Templars who made expeditions to Jerusalem as
the most powerful order of the Crusades. The official guide book which I got at the church’s shop
let me review the history which I had learnt in school long time ago, viz. the end of the Templars.
After the loss of their last toehold in the Holy Land in 1291, their members who remained in
France were arrested and executed by King Philip the Fair in 1307, accused of blasphemy and
heresy. Simon taught me that the Temple Church given to the Knights Hospitaller**, which was to
be abolished in 1540, was the cradle of the Inns of Court and that two of their four facilities in
England and Wales, i.e., the Inner Temple and the Middle Temple, exist to date in the City.

Not only the ruined Temple Church in Bristol but this church in London did not tempt me into a
very solemn atmosphere, probably because of flocks of visitors which included us, despite the fact
that the church is an active Anglican parish church. Back at home | reviewed the DVD of the
cinema, Da Vinci Code, some scenes in which were filmed there. A copy of In Search of the
Knights Templar: A Guide to the Sites in Britain authored by Mr. Simon Brighton and published
from Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 2006, which | ordered from UK, has arrived last week. Looking it
over | was quite impressed by the exhaustive summary of the author’s enormous lifework.

Amen.
* The Knights Templar = The Poor Fellow-Soldiers of Christ and of the Temple of Solomon.
*2The Knights Hospitaller = The Knights of the Hospital of Saint John of Jerusalem.
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1527 )VEi+=The Knights Templar(The Poor Fellow-Soldiers of Christ and of the Temple of
Solomon), E (it D& 1) =0Order; **Pediment=t]3ZR D =M DOHA; **Effigy = AM&K, ZIRCDH
#; #2355 +:=The Knights Hospitaller (The Knights of the Hospital of Saint John of Jerusalem).





