Fresco in the Sutokubyo, the Charnel of the Owari-Tokugawa Family, 1938 |n addition to the
Suryaprabha and Candraprabha (Solar and lunar deities) painted on the left and right hand sides,
angels are arranged in the middle to celebrate the stone Buddha figure placed in the front..

Thework of Luca Hasegawa; a Catholic Painter
When | paid a visit to the Charnel of the Owari-Tokugawa Family in Omusan Joukouji Temple, Seto, near
Nagoya for praying to the late Lord Y oshinobu Tokugawa, the 21st head of the family who had given me
great kindness during his lifetime, | was amazed to see on the front wall a fresco painting that was not
common in Buddhist temples. | searched the literature and learnt that it was painted by Luca Hasegawa, a
famous Catholic artist, at the request of Marquis Y oshichika Tokugawa, the 19th head of the family who built
the charnel house in 1941. The extraordinary idea of forming a Buddha triad by placing the stone statue of
Amitabha Tathagata from Northern Wei China (4t£E) in the front and linking it to the Suryaprabha and
Candraprabha painted on the left and right in the picture is considered to have arisen in a conversation
between the painter, who had once imitated the wall paintings of Western Region China and the Marquis who
was awitty person.

Luca Hasegawa was born in 1887 and met Marquis Y oshichika on board a passenger boat, the Kamomaru,
earlier in May 1921 when he had just graduated from the Tokyo Art School and was on the way to France to
study the Western art; whereas the Marquis was going for a “Journey to Java’ that was to be written in his
famous essay. Journeys to Java. The Marquis recognized the young artist’s talent gave him various favoursin
later years, for example inviting him as an academic staff member in the Bunka Fashion College where he was
the schoolmaster and offering a house lot adjacent to his mansion in Mejiro, Tokyo.

A Catholic, Hasegawa painted a number of religious paintings including the last
day of Hosokawa Gracia which | did not know about in the past when | wrote
about her in my 2010 Christmas card. His repertory covered the traditiona
Japanese-style painting, watercolour and oil paintings, and fresco. In 1951-54, he
was invited and engaged in the wall and ceiling decoration of the reconstructed
Church of the Holy Japanese Martyrs, Civitavecchia, Italy, that had originaly
been consecrated in 1872 for the memory of Christians who were executed in the
16th-17th Century Japan for the country’s anti-Christianity policy but was
damaged by bombing during the last war. Later, he produced many frescos and
mosaics and endeavoured to help younger artists. He died on the 3rd July 1967
while visiting Rome and ascended to heaven from the above mentioned church at

the age of six days short of seventy years. Amen. RN -l
Luca Hasegawa, A
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