The Great East Window of The Gloucester Cathedral
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St. Thomas St. Peter Virgin Mary Jesus Christ St. Paul
The third tier/centre of the Great East Window (Pentax K-511/240 mm (zoom), 19/05/2014)
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During my trip to England in May 2014, | had taken the opportunity of stopping over at Gloucester to visit
the famous cathedral which was originaly founded in 678-9 AD as an Anglo-Saxon religious house by
Prince Osric of Mercia and reconstructed in 1072 in the Romanesque style by Serio, a Norman
monk,appointed by William the Conqueror.

Entering the South Porch under sculptures of six saints, | was amazed by the splendid scene which
came into my sight. Having had a quick look around the inside, | went to the information office and was
told that the best work in this cathedral must be the Great East Window which was installed in 1350s at the
Quire when it was reconstructed after the burial of King Edward 11. It was really a great window, the then
largest in the world, measuring 22 metres high and 12 metres wide. Thanks to a high magnification zoom
lens equipped with my camera, | was able to observe the figures in the stained glass in detail. According to
literature®, the central panel in the third tier from the top depicted the characters in the Coronation of the
Virgin?, with enthroned Mary and Jesus in the middle flanked by four important apostles. In the tier just
above there were images of three pairs of angels, whereas in the three tiers below were those of saints and
martyrs, abbots and bishops and arms of noble families, respectively. On another day, | visited The Bath
Cathedral, or The Abbey Church of Saint Peter and Saint Paul, Bath, Somerset, which was also wonderful.

These visits renewed my conviction that “Old churches, temples, castles and whatsoever in Europe and
Asia which we admire today are the edifices constructed in pre-modern times or before the twentieth
century, when the so-called democracy was yet to be common, under the patronage or the expense of
monarchs and nobles.” Can you imagine a modern building which will remain until after many centuries
and then be valued as aworld heritage?

Amen

! *Gloucester Cathedral | Great East Window’, http://www.gloucestercathedral .org.uk/visit/what-to-see-and-
do/highlights/cloisters.php; Léonie Seliger, A History of Repairs to the Stained Glass in the Great East Window of
Gloucester Cathedral, University of York 5 September 2001.

2 A subject in Legenda aurea (The Golden Legend), i.e., acollection of hagiographies compiled around the 1260 AD by
Jacobus de Voragine, the then Archbishop of Genoa.
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St. h—% R St. E—4— BT — ATR-FYRH St. R—JL St. vav
TULAMNA—RN- D4V RDEIEHRR (RVHvI R K-511/240 mm (zoom), 19/05/2014)
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! Gloucester Cathedral | Great East Window’, http://www.gloucestercathedral.org.uk/visit/what-to-see-and-
do/highlights/cloisters.php; Léonie Seliger, A History of Repairs to the Stained Glass in the Great East Window of
Gloucester Cathedral, University of York 5 September 2001.
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