Jagatara - the destination of Haru (Synopsis)

In Nagasaki Night Talespublished in 1719, Nyoken Nishikawa, a retired astronomer and geograpt
in the mid-Edo Period, gave an account of “The deportation of the children of red-hairs (Dutchrr
and sometimes Englishmen)” as “Among eleven male and female descendants of red-hairs in Nag
and Hirado deported in the 16th year of Kwan-ei Era (1639) was a girl called Haru who was bo!
Nagasaki and brought up by her relatives. She was beautiful and tender-hearted and good at w
Three years later, she was so homesick that asked a Dutch mail boat to send a letter to Japan
introduced the so-called “Haru’s letter from Jagatara” in which her nostalgia to her homeland
emotionally written in a classic literary style with citations of many phrases from ancient poems «
proses by spending more than three thousand characters. The author added that “When reached
of puberty, Haru married a Chinaman and had children. She had frequently sent letters to Japal
died around the 9th year of Genroku (1696) at the age of 76 or 77.” The event of the account itself
the last of a series of orders issued by the Tokugawa Shogunate Government to complete their y
to seclude the country from outside world (except Holland and China).

Jagatarain Japanese, daccatra in Europe, was a corrupted form of Jayakarta (lit. big victory), the
outer port of former Pajajaran Kingdom, called Sunda-Kelapa, which was taken by Moslems an
renamed in 1527 to celebrate their victory. The Dutch who organised VOC (Vereenigde Oostindis
Compagnie) after their first expedition to Asia in 1596 built their trading post there in 1611. Althou
their fort was captured in 1619 by the English allied with Moslems, the Dutch led by Jan Peitersz
Coen, the Fourth Governors-General, regained it and, to ensure their presence, reformed the tow
Batavia, named after the Latin woR#taaf, for Hollanders, by constructing new stronghold, city hall,
church, hospital, etc. To fill the shortage of manpower, they recruited talent from Japan wh
masterlessamurais who had survived the age of battles between warlords (1493-1615) as well
citizens who were skilled at “reading, writing and arithmetic” were abundantly available. Women
cultured Japan were also very welcome when the voyage from Holland was extremely severe eve
men and only females who voluntarily joined were “light women”, as the First Governor-Gener
Pieter Both had petitioned the Heeren XVII earlier, “not to allow any more of them to emigrate fre
the fatherland, since there were too many of them already and those females led scandalou
unedifying lives to the great shame of the nation”, and Coen himself also sent letters to Hirado sa
“We look forward to the arriving of married couples as well as unmarried women from Japan
appropriate times”, “Do not forget to transport unmarried Japanese women (from Amboyna)
possible”, etc. Locally, Islamised Javanese parents did not allow their daughters to marry heath

While Nishikawa’s book was the only record of Haru in Japan, a number of documents to prove
real existence remained in the Dutch side in the archives in Den Haag and Batavia as discovered
early 20th century by Prof. Naojiro Murakami and his disciples. According to extensive study by P1
Seiichi lwao, Haru (baptismal name, Jeronima) born in 1625 of Italian father, Nicholas Marino, ¢
his Japanese wife, Maria, voyaged to Batavia on board De Breda together with her mother, whc
pretended to be a widow of an Englishman, and her elder sister, Man (Magdalena). At the age ¢
Haru married Simons Simonsen, also from Nagasaki, a junior staff of VOC who was later promc
to the harbour master. Despite that Haru lost her husband for a disease when she was 47, her 7
life with three sons and four daughters must have been a prosperous one, as it was evident fro
second letter, signed as “Widow of Simons”and dated 1681(extant), which included a long lis
expensive items shipped to her relatives in Nagasaki for presents. Most of females from Japan
taken to wife by Dutchmen, so that Balinese and Batavian women were inevitable choices for r
Japanese, save a certain Buzaemon Murakami who married Haru'’s sister. Among the females
Cornelia, a daughter of the late Cornelis van Nijenroode, the chief merchantin Hirado (1623-33),
his Japanese wife, Cecilia. Her earlier life was smooth sailing, when judged from her letter to Nags
signed together with her husband (extant) as well as the famous picture, entitled “Pieter Cnoll an
Family”, painted by Jacob Coeman and dated 1665 (now displayed in Rijksmuseum Amsterdam)
deadlocked when she was widowed in 1672 and four years later remarried Joan Bitseg baroe
(new comer), because the new husband claimed the proprietorship of the Cnoll's property. In 1
they went to Holland on board separate ships to settle the case at the court, and Cornelia ended t
there probably in 1692 as written by Leonard BlussBuitterfly or Mantis? The Life and time of
Cornelia van Nijenroode.

The text also includes descriptions of the Old Batavia area in the present-day Jakarta, a myt
story of Mur Jangkung (Meneer Jan Coen) written in Jaf&érBook of Baron Sakender, etc.
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