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A Happy New Year
2021 AD, The 3nd year of Reiwa, The year of Gold-younger/Ox
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Left: An illust. in “One hundred beau 1esat famous spotsin Edo: o
Ushi-Tenjin” by Kunisada Utagawa 1857. Right: The ox-shaped rock which
Yoritomo of Genji saw in his dream (Photographed by M. Iguchi, 27/07/2020).
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A pair of ox statues which guard the hall of Kitano Shrine—Ushi Tenjin
(Photographed by M. Iguchi, 27/07/2020).

Legend (from the signboard in the precinct of Kitano Shrine): In the
spring of 1184, the 3rd Year of Juei Era, when General Lord Yoritomo
of Genji was waiting for the calm of the sea on the estuary near by
during his campaign to the north-east Japan, Godly Michizane Suga-
wara on the back of a divine ox appeared in his dream and told him he
would have two fortunes. When he awoke, beside him was a rock
which resembled the ox. In fact a son, Yori-ie was born in autumn and
the archenemy Heike was defeated next year to restore peace. Then,
Lord Yoritomo built this Tenjin Shrine for Godly Sugawara and
contributed a land in the 1st Year of Genryaku Era (1185).
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