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A HAPPY NEW YEAR
2020 AD, The 2nd year of Reiwa, The year of Gold-elder/Rat

Kojiki (lit. Old records) said,
when Lord Ookuninushi who
met and immediately married
Lady Suseri was tried by the
§ latter’s father Lord Susano-
wo and surrounded by grass-
fire, a flock of mice guided
— him into an under-ground
- hole for safety. The mouse
statues on the left- and right-
hand sides of this shrine hold
a bottle of sake (long-life
medicine) and a scroll
= (knowledge), resp.
rine,
Shikagatani-Miyanomae, Kyoto. Photo 2018.10.10.

Daikokuten in Esotericism
originates from the Hindu
# god of Darkness, Mahakala.
Daikoku was phonetically
syncretised in Japanese with
. Ookuni. In this temple, mice
mount on rice-bags instead
~... . of Daikokuten. The three
* bags of rice would have re-
. presented the necessity for
| One person one year.
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Front of the hall of Shoju-san Fukusouji Temple,
Horinouchi, Suginami, Tokyo. Photo 2017.3.24.
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