
A Happy New Year 

1st January, 20th Year of Heisei Era, Imperial Year 2668. AD 2008. 
The year of Earth-elder x Rat... 

One of the 15 panels on the south gate of the Natural History Museum, 
London, depicting Black Mice (Latin: Mus Rattus). 

Both the exterior and the interior of the museum buildings constructed in 
1881 in the heyday of the Victorian Era are ornamented with a great number 
of terracotta-made reliefs and sculptures of various animals and plants. (Colin 
Cunningham, The terracotta designs of Alfred Waterhouse, Wiley-Academy, 
Chichester 2001.) 

Regards, 

Masatoshi Iguchi 

(Translation)


