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(Translation)

A Picture of Monkey (a collection on Tokyo National Museum).

A legend has it that the painting painted by Mao Song, a Southern Song
artist was presented to a Bonze Gakujo of Manjuin Temple. There is an
episode that, to the comment of the Present Emperor, “This monkey must
be a Japanese monkey!”, an authoritative historian prepared a queer
answer, “A Japanese monkey was sent to Southern Song to request the
picture”, and presented the answer to the Emperor. From: Yoshinobu
Tokugawa, Troubles: Notes of a director of a museum, Tankosha 1988.

A Happy New Year Ist January, 16th Year of Heisei Era,

Masatoshi Iguchi



