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The origin of the story of Yurikusa-waka

James T. Araki*

Tsubouchi Shoyo in 1906 suggested that the medieval
Japanese story Yuriwaka Daijin was an adaptation of the story
of Ulysses. Although his thesis became well known, it has been
discredited and dropped from standard references, particularly
since its refutation by such preeminent scholars as Tsuda Sokichi
(history), Yanagida Kunio (folklore), Takano Tatsuyuki
(theater), and Watsuji Tetsuré (philosophy). Tsubouchi’s essay
was not convincing because he relied only on an English
translation of the Odyssey for purposes of comparison.

The story of Ulysses which became well known in Western
Europe in the sixteenth century consisted of elements from the
Iliad and Odyssey as well as poems of the Epic Cycle. A close
comparison of the stories of Yuriwaka and Ulysses will show the
presence of at least twenty-three parallels in approximately the
same order of occurrence. It would be difficult indeed to insist
that the two stories share coincidental similarities.

Because yuliseez is a recent English pronunciation of
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Ulysses, its similarity with Yuriwaka may be considered
coincidental; for the name Yuriwaka was known in Japan in the
1550s. However, Europeans who had studied Latin in the
sixteenth century would have pronounced Ulysses as either
ulikses or diliks——those who had studied in Paris, as St. Francis
Xavier had, would probably have preferred #liks, which would
have registered as yurikusu in the Japanese ear. The similarity
between yurikusu and yurikusa, the probable original reading of
the Japanese hero’s name, is striking.

If we may assume that the story of Yurikusa-waka is
basically an adaptation of the story of Ulysses, with additional
motifs taken from the Buddhist story about Prince Zenyi
(Tripitaka) and other Japanese folk tales, we may then proceed to
attempt to answer the question posed by Tsubouchi: “When and
by whom was the story of Ulysses transmitted to our country?”
The only likely transmitter known to us is a certain member of
Xavier’s party, which arrived in Yamaguchi in November of 1550
(solar calendar). A story title “Yuriwaka” was narrated in Kyoto
on February 10, 1551.

One means of determining when and where the story was
transmitted to Japan would be to ascertain when and in what
ways the long-forgotten story of Ulysses was revived in Western
Europe. This paper will focus on the status of the Homeric epics,
the story of Ulysses in particular, in Western Europe during the

Middle Ages and the Renaissance.
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A COMPARISON OF SIMILAR MOTIFS IN THE STORIES OF
YURIKUSA AND ULIXES
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TV ARERXrUERA IS
KERLTT, 1V 7y FIDoF
VYR RIERE T,
[Epic Cycle.]

(“Epic Cycle”DEH : "h— A0 AsMERA L d o7z, b o4 e cBET 2
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[ Odyssey: XI11.]
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Fid. PP—HRRER L BMS W 3B b oD, NS



BT B RBE EEL TR, B, [0)bHRENELY) ¥ 2 OWED
BETHD. [WDbH] DB 2V YR DHBUNTHEEVIHER
FL. BICHERNEEH L CEM. (BEaEwEER---- WILDEALD,
WO ZBRBEIEALDTAL OEEERA, 2D, 2Y ¥ ADYRE
11550 D1 BEILOEBWT, FEZLHEROBROZ7 7>« 72V F v
5 Z (Juan Fernandez) #&Z & > TES ., IWOWEFOEZFHMOEE
BEOYEESHT [0hbrKE] 2EX, BIZ37AK. BFE0D2H
108 (/) CHEHBTHELE- 7. ERELRDTH >/, E& L THRKRH
DEREELE L TR RRETH 5,

BRI B, AERR, RUREEBRICHA TS 5, RHICDW»
THERRI Y2 AFavr0REE, $RER» S RI-AHEE2EICFL <A
N1 FTBELR, 2OBER2EBROFREFCHEIL TuZE, BE»S
REBEO®SAEEL THSHRHEZEE, SEFTET 2 2 ENSEIOFHER
DEMTH 3,

FAADLRE. [©Vbh] L [2V YA ] EOBEORYEY T 14 —i3K
wWiZh B rBbhb, £ELKKIE. [RX (1532~15544F) HRFDEEHT
X, EEOERICIZ., TEDVRICEIEEDY T, FICHEEESH>THR
EHunv] LESBETHEN, TREEROSL LTS 5, FNER,
HBEONRELTA TV ADERE [2) YA ZHEALIH, AABA
WEFOERBTELORIEROEMPLIE THY . KFEBATELL 2D
BIT26EHRDO R —7RTH 2D T, FRNROHBIEBEFERRELVIH
HTEHE SNTHRL ARV, WPEDOEALDLRID, 155054 OF
Er2ETHE»DRITHIER SV,

1500 LIBEDFERKIC BT 5 7 7 VEOERIE. BREATOREOE X%
PR BCIEEDEE LD TH o1, KETIEH S0 SERIOFEE
57 VETITb, 1559FECELREFEEDY ¥~ « ¥ (Jean Bodin)
BI75YAANDEER7 7 VAET] LANTERL:Z L 3FLHTH 2,

—209 —



16004EKE K A Y 2 BAE L7 4 £V A ADETI L hd, BLOKH: cat
BoWD KA VANT 7L EEHLREBBLTNRZS Tho, K4 VE
KLV XS 7 VRO RIS B & 5 RIEIZISHAGE < % TRV 720

PFEZ NN RETRI I RERE IR/ 7 7TV BORAEE LB
LTOEETh-o 7z, BEOHERLVOFY v ¥ « u—~DOHHAFRICES
LIz a3y ABDFEE B IZ R A 0 ADNBEFICHEREL TWIZ T,
RIpSFEZEL. RAQRADF Y & v BT 1500FRTER L D Rz ER, 7T~
EERLI0ERE D EL, KBRS, 20 YRI5 7 VBT
Ulyxes THH, EHBETHRZBFEEIT ulikses (VY 72 AR) THoT2h5,
16HHED 7 5 > A DFEE dliks (2Y) 7 A) LRFLLR T, 2R LD
BHELHCEHAO WR 4 tREFEINS LIk EELXNFOERD es'iF
E|EFLL Tz,

FEINIGARBRFA LER B P o1, 1) Y ADWBRES ICEN
DFHFEINDOFEFBRD7 7> « 7N TV TFABRTH o1, 72V
FYTFRZEHNEDO T 7 THAFE 2w, BRET1IEUE@EREED, 2 X
A« 5« b1 X Cosme de Torres i B A A VEETE - oS 2 L2HAR
BIRLTED. 2okl 7z 1F Y 7 AOEERSS %0,
ANRAVTTTVEBRFEARDRS, %53 [V 72 R] ORERFEALL
TH?»5L, 779 VADEBR B2 TwWOTHhE 2V 7R ] &%
BELLTHAS, [BREI B2V 7V ] DRETH- e THIIHERR
HLDOTHBH., ZOEABFHAZDTH 5,

[HEE] o HMRRERL] OBV CH2 [WWHEE]| X [r~v2) 7y
LFEENT, [PEEFE] OBTCE [ DR REEERNEELCE] tw»
SAMBHEH, [BEE] L [RUE] G2 LLET2HATHS, Ly
L. B2 Eflid =S\ RD 2 I iE R o n, BHOEATRELHLE
ENTVWEKREERFHLRD [KE] CRIEAEERE] BEEKE] ©
DpHKRE] £, 3B A>T 0D, NEXEDILFIIMDEA TS,

—210—



VERLT [BAEE] K3 [HEEEAE] THY. ARKO [EB0A]
DEAEAGFHTH 5, BUKAGIN 3. 161745) 12, [HAEHAHE]
OEnD 5. FOM. BEKMOBE [Ho8E] 3. [HEEE] L[5
G| LAFLERTEY, ROBAEHEOEL R [HEEEAET] ©
b3, ZOYECHT 3BEOEE, [EMIEIOHEBISLE 2 108 0%
I TODbh | LB TESNH TV, (2 27974 | 55012 b ERC
Bl 740 BES [2Y 7] LB, EThELROLDIH, ZHidh
DENDBE BN SN THS S, Lol [HEEHE] OmEs (1)
Y] OFARBISND LS [HEEANERY | L/INEST R ] %
M2 LR RLTBEG o

WRIASCEEHL (internal textual evidence) 2 DWTE 2 TRV, NIEE
M2 NEARLT L BBHEET 2 L0 TR VA, MOSWIE% REE
TOREERELLDTH S, [0 b KE|OWELSEEICET 2 BE I
EHERATHEIATHS, L, [WIZLALEIR, $THRL. ® Db,
BOUAD, LERBSE, bALTF2] O 1HTR. EXFETH o> THK
LWE3 7L —X8 [0 bl & 4 XTIk > T 3580 Y X ADFE
TLED, HoT Tzl aLgic, $THRL, BD L ShbhD, 720U
AR, VERBLEE, bRWTE] OANESTHRICTN. CORAC
LoTHbND [HEHE] & [BE] ONALEEOERTH 70155
EVOTVLVLEYERATHZ, NEXETIR. ZOHE3I7v—Xi [HRE
BERED LRENT WS, FEHROREETE [HAE] 0LHICR 2
V] OFIBOVLT RS, LS K EROMEIEERS D 27 b o7, [HEE]
VI EF FR—IGE b ELT) DRBMHFL (1532~15544) LU
CRONTOBHER, [2) 74] BEEESHELLTWLTHS S,
2V Y ADYREBOHEANDEAC OV THBEIZARRTRZW, 2V ¥ 2D
BRELLTRAQRAD [FVT7R] & [F#Fv—] c#lz bDTH 3,
L»PLZENDT T VEREBER T 2DRBEH TRER D570 KA TANET

—211—



Bo R YE 2 BRBCTAHARZABABREL TEND, LT B
BELCEZDRYERTHS, Lnl, FLEEOH 5 16HLFHHOBERAIL 2

VY RADYIRBEOMB 2 HRIERED S 7 VEATHATH > TV, u—~
BFRICE ¥ X X Hyginus 235 7 VETEWLF ) & v #iEE - EHEMEOEY
BZO—BITHS, £ VR ADKIFISBEL AL A CHERENTH D, HXL
DFV, bofEFE 2V Y ADERIEIFAH VT T VEET20—INICE
MENTWD, 77 VR, ZEMBLIERLZ S0 THROZEITTH
D, HRCELDOCRIFERYETH 2,

FRTIiX, I5HHtC SR E Tz ) ¥ 2 DYEEIR 16HAZ D FEid
—RICE /L Tz EnEBARIEBRZDRAERAL o7 & RIS D23 %
YRUPZER S, RV A VOMAIRIS2ELRE, BTN RN T3,
ZFOHTHEER - LBbhs, REDOKVAT7 VT 7L X Jorge
Alvarez [F1547F \CEEF B OGO LI FHE L 7205, TENIE L D 15%
T QEFICR S N BROFKATH 5725 LWL MFEOEAE IZRIZ D 1549
ESAIHCERBZIZE LY EI LV TOMEITH-TLEBEbN 3,
ZzNF TR, TT TRV VEEZBBLE, BEREHBOY Y
u—bEzoh3, ZROHMIEREL SN THIVLOTHEL, LWOT
HoltB22BAR-2H 2, (VB> TRELLEDLLBEDE
BECGHRIEETII 2. BMMAICHAET 2, QFEEBOEFBZ DES
ERABEOH TEL2E Uz LRRERTRICTHINTWw D, [BREXFE]
RITFHOBEBETEEC L H D, FEEIECOTH S0, ZOYUKEA
DEMBEHLTE « IWOMEBEFICHERL I LRBETHZ, FE-. =8
DIRTH 5720 FEZNV—ITH ERL DM, BN TIIMBENLIIARERT
UbD2TEVIBIBORMETHD ., WEV THIBSIIEL Bh o7,

Bz, 2V ¥ 2 (FY¥y), BERF HE). £t®hbd» (HE) O
VREO=ZABERIMNTAL S, EBRICE Y b 2F7, MHBKOESE
REE [HBRE] OBRRKTOVEOLKIEAZBALLTBD, ®hbby

—212—



DUBEOBIEE 2 5 LCREREEE L & >1ey MEALER b»D THR
BlzEdi, ¥V vryFu—~ UL KRILESUL L 84 > 5 — 5 TAB
L. HEVICHELE 72500, L3 2 EREVED Lk, 79701
BEMNIIZ ) Y ROYRECME - BB EET 2 2 5 7208, JIIEH B
KRoSAN— N o FEb o7 [H—ne¥—F = — | Khar Phakye O¥zEI1X
ZOVOHITH S, AR 5h T s BEATFOWE L 20 1§IT
55,

D bHOYFER2Y ¥ ADWEOBR TR . BETHD, BEDS
DX ARZBLRTHIEENLENT, ZOBR. BRTRILBEELLT:
ERRXTFYRE»SWOO—HELEF— 70502 dh, BEGHEOIHRD |
ZOMDEF —7 % b @R E 1 BROWENTE b D L BbiLD,

B 2(0)

—MROKKANEZ, 2V Y ROYFERERLVFEAEBVET sNWEL &
BoTwan, CRNIREABTHS, 25 Tlhanor, LEMRICHLS
NTRL Bk, 2RE, LAY ABBENCE F o BBHEE 2 ) o AT
MEEEDEBEAON T EE S BREBEL 3,

BERTIE. PoARFCET MBI T7 + Fe Xy b E—LD b
AWEE] (12H40) L B5 7 7 Y AEBOWES & 2D 7 7 EBHOCER (131HH42)
DHEIRS N T, [N OAMEIRT 4 7 7 4 — X (2 HHERTE) & 5 —
LA (6HAE) OBOL 2O uABEDAICETHTHEDT, 1)y
ARZDVTIRFAA EEBPL TR, Fa—HF—0 [bafr kL es)
(13804EHH) DBE VAL THZ, +7 4 v FOWEE (11H) RIELE
LENLATH205, 2V Y ADBFEDOTRIZIZAN T2,

FHHDFEFEIIRA VA EZFRALZ LI TV S0, HENERFAL DR
KANADETRZL, [MVTFR5F14—F] £E3. [4197 K] %15
SO VLD 257 VERTHD . ZRICIZ2 Y ¥ RIZFA CHTRE L,
EVRADBRIERALLEZ 0 b LR e BAT & HIZH B

—213—



EXTH -, 153BECHRIE iz 9 IO ERZELD > T, Lrl,
2) Y ARFHIEZBRTELERESNLERTR 2 » o1, WBEROREE
2. ¥V A MKCEET B EF — 7 ERIHTABDR TS,

Bt ET(2)

2) v ADMENIGHACLATNIC HRCEZ SR &< kv, v
3« R—o 3B TRAIEMBI LD, REIEF YT 4 »UbEHITD
FTukproRY 1Y) Y ADYREEMD T RE AP 272BTTHS, E
Yo7 4 UEE, BIcarvAIrF /=7, TRXYV Y yOHBRIIEEY
BNz, EF VT4 VI DAERANETIRBLEZRITNE R S5RVDIELS,
FhizZ0HF0EMRKCEREL I LRLE I,

BE2(3)

BMEROE20L21HE (HEOK) 20Tk, 2V Y ADYE»OE Y
bR L T2 SBOEBES R, ERERRBRS NI ATV VY
ZDMF EFIFDZN L ZTBHESBUTCH 2, FIFREERT SErh, £
vy ARMRES &L S, FEOBFEX exerusan (51&R<) TH
D, ZFARERTWIEETIE (medea) (MHEBE] THD., 77 V&R
WEERTIX [BER] 2 [BER] DV TherTH 2,

FER TR, MAEFICRO»SHT LS CHHETHY ., BICHAAZ
DBEEWME SO THNITAS [F] CEZXLTHS5, [F 74 v F]
D, TUVIABBEOK, 74 0XT7DEERFEHROLHFBIRVICHES
PBolehbThb, COBEDEF—7DEVIZ, HESEFOAEL LR
hiE, BoTwano IF LD EBELEARLEOTRZ S, BERTIR, fIRE
DoERBZHRLAENLE T, Vb DTH S,

BtEc(4)

(EBFEWE] Tk [0V EKRE] 2RX6F (1537F) LBEMDT
w3, ZOILFBHOERDANEERE R b — ) —ORFHNER L 2 BRT
mbxe*é*%:};b:owfciab:ﬁi&'cwém'cgg:

—214—



W

1 [EESME] F1E 15—,

2 [BEEECHOFE]. [BEMEXFE]. £33, 15, 134~1432—,

3 “Yuriwaka and Ulysses: The Homeric Epics at the Court of Ouchi
Yoshitaka,” Monumenta Nipponica, Vol. XXIII (1978), pp. 1-36.

4 [REEE4] G8ETR). 52—,

5 E.R. Chamberlain, Everyday Life in Renaissance Times (New York, 1965), p.
178.

6 Gilbert Highet, The Classical Tradition (London, 1949), p. 114.

7 British Museum Catalogue of Printed Books.

8 Georg Schurhammer, S.I., & Joseph Wicki, S.I,, ed., Epistolae S. Francisci
Saverii, 11 (1549-1552), (Rome, 1945), pp. 261, 276.

9 [=EHHME] F1H, 506R—Y, F2#&H, 51~T72—Y,

10 [EEgEmE] F1H 361<—3,

11 [EEH4E]. fid.

12 [ERXE] $6%, 312°—%,

13 Fabulae, ed. by Micyllus (Basle, 1535). Also, The Myths of Hyginus, tr. by
Mary Grant (University of Kansas Press, 1960).

14 (=58 EEERE] tRER—HEEXFERLCHET 2 —RH
— I [FRXE - FBFL B945. 125, 94~100=—,

15 Kawakita Jiro, The Hill Magars and Their Neighbors (University of Tokyo
Press, 1974), Vol. III, pp. 118-126.

16 BRAFIZOVWTHL RETHOMB R HBEE V72V,

17 Roman de Troie by Benoit de Sainte-Maure; Historia Trojana by Guido
delle Collone. George Philip Krapp, ed., Troilus and Cressida by Geoffrey
Chaucer (Random House, 1922), p. viii.

18 Henry Osborn Taylor, The Classical Heritage of the Middle Ages (New
York, 1911), p. 41. Also, R.M. Frazier, Gr., The Trojan War: The Chronicle of
Dictys of Crete and Dares the Phrygian (Indiana University Press, 1966), pp. 10
-13, 122-123.

19 Ernest Robert Curtius, Furopean Literature and the Latin Middle Ages
(London, 1953), pp. 49-51.

20 i, Taylor, p. 353.

21 [FotEERe£]. B 1%, 318x—3,

—215—



22 HiH. #HFE. 20~21<— U EE,

HREE
PRBTRE D EEMED [KEEWE] ORKICE) v v#Eo [
TR YA F | OVREOBRLEEDLNZ b DNHY, EI5VIEKTA-T
ERDRBETHoLWKBELIBudT 3, 4V vy 7OEKITHRORE
ERD 5 A 1 HHE 5 2 BREEIE 7% < . RERLIFNC Y £ £V —{THEF]
REHELLIFCTHETW DO TRV, TROBELL 3EKDERDE
BAYY P RHDLEDOESHDHY, REEIVHAESERIRXELEIN,
ZULRETCA > TE R EIIZ R, FE» S AT EHb VL5 L DR
Stbor, ITEPEL D, BEEOLTOEK, P €L CH
SEEROD 2 HEE, EHEBESBNOLBRZED Ohss AT N b O
DATEAADPORFEAZNLBDZEIYMEL TVBE I LR EDAIRDW
TORREBEOTRIIBERTH 57208, EEShRBELDEF—7I2OVTIE
RIBICEZDINET, LBZEREIOFLRAARLDLH LD TR EVH, &
DREVBD. RELEID. BH1OFIREEHLTH2 LEBRE b OB
HHH, FREDHADD == 2 DOBHTIE, ThIFBLYL,
REFR 22 I b0l LTEBIISYFERILBRTHY . [HFEIER
ELTWRZLREIVHESHBHETOTREVLDORESEDH >,

— 21—



